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Abstract

Democracy has different concepts and applications in all world;
election is one of its applications according to which the state is divided
into elective constituencies. So due to its importance for both of the state
and people, it is worth to be studied as a human action or phenomena
according to a political geographic point of view. To find an explanation
for the difference of the elective behavior, as well as the subject
importance, the researcher chose (Karbala Governorate Council Election
for 2009 and 2013 Sessions) to be a subject for this thesis.

The study deals with a main problem :- Are the geographic factors
adopted in distributing the electoral centers in a way that facilitate the
voters or electors’ participation?. The adopted hypothesis is that the
population density had been adopted to distribute the electoral centers in
the city centers only, while it had been neglected in the rural areas in
addition to the long distance between the electors residencies and the
voting centers which had a negative effect on the participation size.

The study aims to analysis the experience of Karbala Governorate
Council Election according to the political geographic point of view,
showing its importance for the governorate political presence and future.
To achieve this aim the researcher adopts the spatial- behavioral method,
which depends on people elective behavior as a study unit, to predicate
this behavior in future.

The thesis includes an introduction and four chapters. The first chapter
studies the election systems and experiences in some countries and the
neighboring countries in addition to development of the administrative
non-centralization system in Iraqg.

The spatial organization of election and the most important factors that

are adopted to define the electoral centers and the participation



distribution are studied in the second chapter which shows an obvious
defect in the electoral centers distribution. The study also shows that the
natural factors do not affect the elective process, except the distance
because the study area is not so wide.

In the third chapter the researcher analyzes the governorate election
map for 2009 where five electoral lists had won; the first was the entity of
Yusuf Al- Habooby, while 2013 election had a different map with nine
winner lists. Applying ( Saint lighow) way had the main effect on the
minor lists win. The State of Law Coalition came first with great
difference from the other winner lists in the governorate. The study also
shows the spatial difference of each list's votes.

The fourth chapter carries the questionnaires ( the field study) which
shows that the elector’s behavior is affected by many variables such as
(the social factor, the economic factor, the political factor, the electoral
factor and the security factor) . This chapter deals also with woman
representation according the election results of 2009 and 2013 sessions
with a futuristic vision for the governorate election in 2017.

The most important result of the study is that the governorate
witnessed, in 2009, a rare case represented by the retreat of the party
phenomena and the voter's tendency towards the independent lists. It also
reveals that the electoral programs are almost the same.

The researcher recommends the necessity of having a census,
establishing a record for the electors to knew the real population size for
each administrative unit in order to define the electors” number and their
places, as well as dividing the governorate into electoral constituencies
according the geographic boundaries and the population rates for each
administrative unit so that all the areas can have a geographic

representation in the governorate council .
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